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2nd May 2021, the Fifth Sunday of Easter

Evington

Sunday Bible readings: Acts 8 vs 26-end; John 15 vs 1-8

A couple of weeks ago, | was a visiting preacher, via Zoom, for a fairly new
congregation in London. Since | prepared that sermon, the phrase 'God’s
transforming resurrection power' has been circling round my head. As I've
been praying for the church this week, as Anthony goes on sabbatical, I've
been wondering what that phrase means for us, here at St Denys, over the
next 3 months. Here are just a few, half-formed thoughts!

1) This power is God’s power, not our own. | know for many, both in the
staff team and in the wider church, these next 3 months feel quite daunting!
So it is good to have the reminder that the power and strength by which
people's lives are transformed, comes not from any one person (not even a
priest!), or any group of us, but God alone. It would be good for us to
remember this for the longer term too!

2) God's power is a resurrection power. It brings to life things that were
dead - literally dead, not just those things that are running out of steam or
have fallen asleep - things that are well and truly dead, are brought back to
living, breathing life, a life that transforms others. So, as we start the
process of returning to in person worship, what parts of our church life, our
collective worship, prayer and fellowship, and our personal lives of prayer
and worship, need this resurrection power?

3) This resurrection power transforms the world around it. God does not
bring to life just for the benefit of the one brought to life, but for those
around - the whole community. So, as we ask question 2, may we be open
to where God is calling us, individually and collectively, to carry God's
transforming resurrection power into the wider community of Evington.

With love and prayers. Sian



DIAL-ST-DENYS: Call 0116 4647540 to hear parts of last Sunday’s service.
Call 0116 4647740 to hear a new Walk With Wonder

To join us for any of the following ZOOM meetings, go to
wzoom www.zoom.us/join, type in the Meeting ID, and the Password
(which can be obtained from Qyan):

Sunday Worship, 2nd May, 10.00am Meeting ID: 820 0369 6332

Morning Prayer, Tuesday - Thursday, 9am Meeting ID: 850 7098 3621
Coffee Morning, Tuesday 4th May, 11am Meeting ID: 857 85486 4853
Landline access - Call 0131 4601196 just before the time of the meeting.
When asked, enter the Meeting ID followed by #. This is the 9 digit code
specific to each meeting. You will then be asked for their Participant ID but
just press # again. When asked, input the password.

Other Worship on TV or Radio Not online? Other worship broadcast on
Sundays: 30 minute service 8.00am Radio Leicester; Songs of Praise 1.15pm
BBC1; Sunday Worship 8.10am Radio 4; Choral Evensong 3.00pm Radio 3.

Sunday 2nd May, 3pm To join us for this service of Holy Communion in
person, please remember to book your place with Qyan.

Monday 3rd May There will NOT be a Morning Prayer gathering today.

Reflection Roadmap To help us all take some time to reflect on this past
year and think about our own personal roadmap for the future, __

there are 100 copies of a Reflection Roadmap to give away. J
This beautiful booklet works through verses from Ecclesiastes 3 |
with space for you to write down your thoughts. Do pick one
up next time you are in church or ask someone to collect one
for you.

Collect for the 5th Sunday of Easter Almighty God, who through your only
begotten son Jesus Christ has overcome death and opened to us the gate of
everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into
our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to
good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Retiring as Churchwarden At the APCM on Tuesday evening, 20" April, | was
presented with gifts to commemorate my retirement as Churchwarden. This
was the end of my recent 6 years term of office, but | had also been
Churchwarden for 7 years from 2006 to 2013. During the last year of that term
of office, | was privileged to be involved in the appointment of a new vicar
when Revd Steve Heygate retired. So, as Anthony mentioned at the meeting, |
was involved with John Rudge and diocesan officials including Bishop Tim in
appointing him.

I would like to thank everyone for the gifts Gerry presented to me at the
APCM which included a beautiful Rainbow colour coded study bible, garden
vouchers and a large bunch of flowers. | would also like to thank all the many
people who have supported me in so many ways during my time as
Churchwarden, particularly those who have acted as Deputy Wardens. Finally |
hope that Gerry enjoys her time as Churchwarden as much as | have and
would like to offer her my prayers and support at all times. Ann Bennett

Franciscan Blessing May God bless you with a
restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths
o [\ and superficial relationships, so that you may seek
~ truth boldly and love deep within your heart.

May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation
of people, so that you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace
among all people.

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from
pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that you may
reach out your hand to comfort them and transform their pain into joy.

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you really CAN
make a difference in this world, so that you are able, with God’s grace, to do
what others claim cannot be done.

And the blessing of God the Supreme Majesty and our Creator, Jesus Christ
the Incarnate Word who is our brother and Saviour, and the Holy Spirit, our
Advocate and Guide, be with you and remain with you, this day and for

evermore. Amen.
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Pointers for 24 hours of Prayer, Sunday 2™ May 10am — Monday 3" May
10am. The theme/focus for this month's 24 hours of prayer is ‘Praying for
the pastoral needs of our friends, neighbours and members of the
Evington community, of all faiths and none, particularly praying about the
issue of mental health.’

1) If you know particular people who have specific pastoral needs,
particularly those struggling with mental health (both members of St
Denys and others), you could use the circling prayer:
Circle X Lord, Keep light near, and darkness afar P‘ En
Circle X Lord, Keep peace within; keep evil out.

2) At the moment our Muslim friends and

neighbours are in the month of Ramadan, which is a

time of intense fasting, particularly as the days get

close to God, and for their pastoral needs.

3) Bring a particular person before God in prayer and write them a letter,
or use some art or craft, to encourage them and build then up. Ask God to
guide your words, your hands and your imagination as you do this as a
prayer for then. Make sure you post it or deliver it to them, some point in

Circle X Lord, keep protection near, and danger afar
longer. Pray for God's physical protection over them as they seek to draw
the next week! https://www.24-7prayer.com/signup/c7d378/ Sian

Pray for the sick, in mind, body and spirit, including: Ginette Bartlett,
Mike Blount, David Boynton, baby Henry Brett, Pat Davies, Roz Little-
Jones, David Pearson. Also pray for those who mourn, including the family
and friends of Steve Hill, Teresa Schreuder (Analiese’s daughter), Jonah
Ward, Stuart Wright and all those who have died as a result of Covid-19.

If you need to talk, please get in touch: Geraldine 0116 2737717;
Nigel 0116 2120386 clergynige@gmail.com; Sian 07538 756709
sian.rigby2@outlook.com; Qyan 07803 828454
office@stdenys.org.uk.

St. Denys web site: www.stdenys.org.uk
St. Denys Online Giving Link: http://stdenys.org.uk/?page id=1410
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